Donna Weiting

Chief, Marine Mammal Conservation Division

Office of Protected Resources

HQTR Route: F/PR2, BLDG: SSMC3  RM: 13142

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3326

Fax: 301 713 0376

Dear Ms. Weiting,

Please support efforts to have the Southern community of orca whales in Washington State listed as Endangered. 

These animals are the most toxic marine mammals in the world and are suffering and dying in unprecedented numbers. A severe lack of fish in their habitat has forced them to utilize fat reserves and release the toxins stored in them. In just four years their numbers have dropped from 96 to 82 animals, and half of the maternal lineages are expected to die out. An Endangered listing would protect these whales until they have had time to reproduce and replenish their numbers. 
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